*.* The gobbledegook spouted hy_the new Police Minister ¥ir
Newhery last weelt about the raid on .édar Bay's hippies must

ay —

“strilke a chill into all Queenslanders.

.- "They must- wonder how 2 leader of-the
stature of Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen could.
have"entrusted the-police portiolio to him.

@ - hon esty

The people of Queens-
ang:could be ‘pardoned for
king Attila the Hun and
hordes had been through
edal Bay after reading the
toryand seeing the pictures
‘xclusively in last week’s
unday Sun.

. "Fidms of the aftermath ol the
songeless destructlon helped ram
the point hame.

~'But all Mr Newbery could do
_was attack the newsmen who shot
he film.

At . no time dld he deny the
‘allegations. although if they were
‘antrue .he clearly had & duty to
do so. .

§° .Perhaps Mr Newbery's strangest
_statement was that he would order

no investization uniess he was

iven written complaints, .
Dpes this mean that in fu-

manufactured evidence
police raid there.

He said: “The Govern-
{1}

s bone-rattling corpse must rise -

from the &rave to give Mr New-
bery a written complaint of mur-
der - before police can irke any
action?

The situaiion is dicrous.. -

JIf.)r Newbery took the trouble
to read the Folice dct he admin-
isters he would find there 25 a
legal duly placed on every police-
man lo acl ‘whenever he suspects
a crime has been committed.

Suspicion
And there can bz no doubt that
the Cedar Bay allegations and
tilms have raised considerable sus-
picion.

If the acty alleged were com-

mitted, then clcsarly someone is
gutlty of a crime,
The wilful destruction of

no reticence In charging studenis
in the past with such heinous
of[ences as desiroying a3 police-
man's cap or damaging & polize
venicle — éven though these acts
have occured in the anger of
confrontation,
- Bard on the hecls ol Mr New-
bery’s statement that reporiers
had been bissed because they
didnt mention the finding of
marihuana at Cedar Bay came the
announcement of Justice Minister
Lickiss that those arrested there
had been improperly convicted.
And he ordered the release of
two men from prison and the re-
ission of fines | d on othera.

people’s homes and hel can
ba nothing else.
The potice hicrarchy has shown

Queensland Premier, Joh Bjelke-Petersen,
yesterday accused Cedar Bay hippies of having
the

after

belivve the

Bjelke-Pelersen whether
published affidavits, TV
i =dnE

Such a monumental hhunter can
hardly e exeused,

controversial

orchestrated 21
In

are Irying o lurn North
Queensland into t

But the strmgntforward admis-
.sions of a politically-embarrassed
Mr Lickiss were in sharp conirast
to the Newbery nonsense.

Quecnslanders are entitled to
expect that the law will be ob-
served in their Stale. . .

After all, Premler Bjelke-Peter-
sen — himsell a former Police
Minister—has been pretty voluble
on Lhe subject of law and order
in recent times )

.
Allegations

And policemen are no more
above the law than any privaie
citizen,

Sunday Sun was [irst to report
the - Cedar Bay allegations last
sunday. -

It belicves it did so Fairly and
without accusation. N

It still makes no accusations.

. But it does demangd that r
Newbary inform a shocked public

drug

o legalive  mafibuana '
were coming from the G
Slates of South  positicn.
Pt » .

jmmediately whether or not there
jon for th¢ allega-

tons, " 7 J =l
And if the answer ls:in- the
alfirmative, it.demands .thiat he
does his “public duty-“and sces
that -any wrongdoers are”brought
to justice

B z
io up
cry comek "ruxli'clz

hola the 1aw. i
the ©
bre

“exelin videno

2 2 - s T oD . Dc-Pe

ELe O 3
the so-called & mo wrhe Queenslamd Op-  cfoppil RETery

P;.‘lc Sunday Sun

ported as having said ort w_nulll _cunuliluhe al Cedar Buv was Ien-  Jyang . every tlme the der  Mr  Wilson. e
e would not hold an subatantial evidence! ufaceured alt e policy police carry out a drus ”?,’n.'_.:mi,_’;?e:rhe“i“‘ Noel Prestol he C:u:vl-

seid:  hag left,
“flhe Queenslund Goy-

ernment will buelieve the

for Cimi !—l
the ALF.

the The Premier
unlesS "I baven't seen  any
rvidence  that  would
watrant an nguiry.

- ~This is'afl part of an

raid there’s an orches-
traied campaign to iy
the police.”

investigation inlo
Cedar Bay raid

there  wik  substen:iial
evidenee to warrant it
Sunday Sun axked _Mr

he altack on the police.
As oxual when pollce act

e Police “crimes™ List

—_— R

rthern Dberesth He said srong moves
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THE Police Commissioner {Mr.
Police Department’s top
two Cedar Bay peop

and destruction 0

A Cairns . regort sald
that Chief Superinien-
cert Den Becker would
pe In.Cairns today to in-
{erview a men and 2
women who made ofticial
complaints against’ the
police last week.

In Briscane 1ast nizht,
ar. Whitrod confirmed
that Chief Superinten-
dert Becker had been

ut on the case.

Mr. Whitrod retused to
elaborate.

Bur asked was it his
geclsion to senid Chief
Superimendnnb Becker to
Czirns. Mr whitrod
aid; “Yes"

Processed

wAll T can say js that
the complaints made by
the two Leople about the
incident will b2 precessed
by the Queen.s\and Police
Departmenz like any
other complaint of an alk-
leged offence.” he added.

“when Chief Superin-
tendent Becker and his
staff have completed
their inquiries. they will
report to me and I will
make & statement as to
the result of their in-
vestigations. .

“1 cannot say anything
peyond that at this
stage.” : .

The Premief (Mr.
Bjelk e-Petersen) from
Cape Flattery, north of
Cookiown last night, de-
clined to comment.

He sald he had flown
over the Cedar Bay area
yesterday on his way
from Cairns. o

The people Chief Su-
perinlendent Becker will
seek to question are Ja-
nice Lauren Lambert and

f property.

Alichael Steven Ballister
who were ltving at Cadar
Bay when police raided
the commune there on
August 29.

Miss Lambert com-
plained that police had
poured kerosene on baby
ciothing belonging 10 her

Whitrod) has ordered the
investigatar to
le who have accused police of arson

Cairns to question

five-month-cld daughter,
and set them atight,

Bailister said police
had destroyed his house
and other houzes at Ce-
dar Bay, destroyed per-
sanal praperty, destroyed
vegetable plots and cut
down fruit trees,

CHIEF SUPT. BECKER

Law men profest

THE Queensiand Law Society will prote
(Mr. Lickiss) about the treatment of o solicitor interviewing clients

at the Cairns watchhouse.

Law Sociely president
(Mr. H. E. Peterson) said
yesierday he did not
know of any otber in-
siance where R persan
in custody was denied his
rizht to interview nis le-
gal adviser out of police
hearing.

Mr. Peterson said he
had Investigated state-
ments thay Cairns solic-
itor Mr. J. Gayler was
prohibited ~from intec-
viewinz his clients, Alr.
and Mrs. Robert Clive
Elliot, out of hearing of
the watchhouse keeper.

aMr Gayler has con-
firmed thiz to me” he
said.

The right

va person -in custody
must have the 1izht t0
interview his legal ad-
viser out of hearing of &
police officer.

eThis right is con-

ferred by regulation 294

of the

Prizon Regu-
lations.

~Ihe position in the
Calirns walchhouse
should confer no lesser
right.

»The right is not usu-
ally denied andé should
not have been denied in
this case.”

Mr. Peterson said it
ceemed the watchhouse
keeper was Aciing under
instruction {rom & senior
police officer.

Affidavits

Last night in Calrns,

AMr. Gayler said he wenb
to the waichhouse to see
the Eliots on Monday
night to obtain urgently
needed affidavits.

The Eltiots, who the
‘Cedar Bay defence
claims are important
witnesses. were remanded
in custody by Mr. Scan-
fan S.M., on Monday un-
til Wednesday for extra-
dition lo Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Gayler said he was
in too much of a hurry to
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st to the Justice Minister

argue the case with the
watchhouse keeper, but it
was indicated lo him
that the order came from
a zenior officer.

Bail

He said there also were
sbnormalities about . the

granting of bail for mi-
nor offerces ab the
watchhouse.

~geclion 69A of the
Justice Acts gays anyone
charged with 2 simple
offence can ‘be granted
pail by the watchhouse
keeper,"” he said.

r—T T —p—T o 4t
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»3 number of watch-

house keepers in Cairns
have told me they have
peen ordered not to con-
sider bail.”

Mr. Lickiss said last
night that as tar as he
was Aware, it was a mat-
ter for the Police Min-
jster (Mr. Newbery), He
said the potice had con-
trol of the watchhouse.
Ar. Newhery. could not
be contagied in Cairns.

Two to W.A., Page 2.

Couple e
go to W.A

An ottempt to bloc
extradition of 1wo possib
Cedar Boy drug cose wi
nasses to Westeen Austr
Yia failed In the Supsen
Court yesterdoy.

NMr. 5. B. Martin, f
Rovert Clive Eliott, °
unemployed. anc his w
Kerry Jay Etjott. 25,
South Rozd, Ceokto¥
made an applicat
against -the extradiu
order.

Late yesterday, ¥
Jugtice Douglas refu:
the application. -

in Cairns Magistra:
‘Court on Monday. I
Scenlan, S.M., Teman
the Eiliotis in custe
until 10 am. today
extradition to West
Australiz. a

Robert Clive EW:
appeared on warrant
having escaped {rom
gal custody in West:
Australin. Kerry Jay
iott appeered on W
rant for having failed
appear in the WA L
trict Court to ANsWe!
charge of Yreaking
entering.

Mr. Mariln was
stucted by Elliott




ment to act in these matters.

: A erisis over
Cedar Bay?
WHETHER or not tl:-eri;.wiil be a major

.erisis in Queensland’s goalition Gov-
== . ernment could depend on how the

320t hao

- Government handles the question-of Cedar
Bay.— that vexing thorn in ifs side which,

refnses to go away. . .
~”*Ministers surely must recognise that the

Government’s continued’ refusal to hold an °

inquiry-into the Cedar Bay police .raid has
caused a wave of distrust in the Government
to run through the Liberal Party’s rank-and-
file mémbership, s

.~ The Government has taken the attitude
that the courts should find ouf what hap-
pented at Cedar Bay. But unless there is an
inquiry into the written complaints about the
raid made to Cairns police last week, what

can the courts do?
%= The Premjer (Mr. Bjelke-Petersen) said

al the outset thal there would be no inquiry -

unless there was “substantial evidence”. Now
theré are precise and specific complaints.
Surely these complaints provide that "sub-
stantial evidence,” even if it may be disputed.
It is not sufticient for the Premier to say,
as he did yesterday, simply that the Gov-
ernment would not be rushed into an inquiry.
There is no question-of a rush. Demand for
an:inquiry has been mounting for weeks,
;- ""The dangers in the Premier's attitude are
quite real, and indeed, frightening. Has he
brought Queensland to a position where com-
plaints against the police are to be ignored?
.+ The State Cabinet has been showing
signs recently of treating public opinion with
contempt. Ministers pledged to protect
Individual rights seem to be in danger of
drifting away from their base.

The Lockyver by-election - will provide a’

test on how the public feels on these issues
affecting the coalition. ’

""" While the Labor Party has no chance of
winning the seat the by-election nevertheless
gives Lockyer voters the chance to express an
opinion on how they expected the Govern-
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By Political Reporter PETER TRUNDLE
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THE Premier (Mr. Bjelke-Petersen) said last .night ‘that :
he had approved a police investigation into allegations
made by two Cedar Bay pecple.

The Police Minister
(Mr. Newbery) said he
had also approved it.

The Police Commis-
sioner (Mr. Whitrod)
confirmed on Tuesday
that he had ordered the
Police Deparitment’s se-
nior investigator to ask
the Cedar Bay people
about allegations of po-

-lice erson and destrus-

tion of property.

Chief Superinlendent
Don Becker was in
Cairns yesterday to-in-
terview a man and a
woman who made offi-
cial complaints agsinst
palice Jast -week.

Mr. Bjelke-Pelersen

said from Herberton last
night that he had spoken
to Mr. Whitrod at the
new Cairns police station
on Nonday.

Interviews

Mr., Whitrod had said
ke was sending Superin-
iendent Becker {o inter-
view the two people.

M. Bjelke-Petersen
said he had approved of
this,

He said now that two
people had put their
names to complaints the
normal processes were
going forward,

“For the first time, of-

oo

{icial ~ complaints have
been made to the police,”
Mr. Bjelke-Petersen said,

He said he was not
backing down in-
approving the inquiry.

Asked about his state-
ment that there would be
no investigation until af-
ter the two Cedar Bay
drug charges had been
heard, the Premier said
this was a different mat-
ter.

Complaints

“This is a matter of
complaints against po-
lice,” he said, *“Those
were drug cases.

“If it were a question
ol a general inquiry into
the police force, it would
not be on al this stage.”

The Premier is on 2
meet-the-people trip in
north Queensland,

Mr. Newbery sald:
“The decision to in-
vestigate the allegations
jnvolved a three-way dis-
cussion between the Pre-
mier, myself, and Mr.
Whitrod in Cairns on
Monday.”

A Cabinet meeting was
held there.

“I would expect to see
a2 report on the in-
vestigation at the end of
this week,” Mr. Newbery
sald.

He said he had stated
that if specific com-
plaints were made to po-
lice. they would be in-
vestigated.
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